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Docket No. A2012-112

Postal Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20268-0001

NOTICE OF FILING UNDER 39 U.S.C. § 404(d)

TO THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE:

Please take notice that the Commission received three petitions for review of the
Postal Service's determination to close the Elwell post office in Elwell, Michigan. The
first petition for review received January 3, 2012, was filed by Marjorie Brecht. The
second petition for review received January 6, 2012, was filed by John Hutchins. The
third petition for review received January 11, 2012, was filed by Patricia Walsh Mallory.
The earliest postmark date is December 24, 2011.

This notice is advisory only and is being furnished so that the Postal Service may
begin assembling the administrative record in advance of any formal appeal
proceedings held upon the alleged (closing/consolidation) for transmittal pursuant to
39 CFR § 3001.113(a) (requiring the filing of the record within 15 days of the filing with
the Commission of a petition for review).

\_7d-/ AAALLL .4
hoshana M. Grove
Secretary

Date: January 19, 2012
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John Hutchins Dec 29, 20WIE ™ e 1y & i

P O Box 221 RECEIVED

Elwell MI 48832
07 IN-b P 3us

TO: Postal Regulatory Commission

901 New York AV Suite 200 p OST{'?‘(%‘»«RE

Washington DC 20268'0001 areiey “L T RECRE LA

Dear Sirs:

I am writing to appeal the decision of the Postal Service to close the Elwell MI Post
Office Docket # 1362509-48832. Not only will this decision pose a great inconvenience
for me personal but I feel that it is not in the best interest of the Postal Service long term
to be closing many of these long standing rural offices. The Elwell office has existed to
serve the community since the 1880’s. It may be true that the office has not paid its own
way in terms over the counter revenue but there are other factors that justify it’s
existence. The Good Will provided to the postal service alone justifies the existence.

I believe that you shoot your self in the foot by closing many of these rural offices and
will loose a wide network of collection points that the competition, mainly UPS and
FedEx, will warmly welcome with open arms.

Kindly advise if there is any further official paper work required to lodge this appeal.

Sincerely.

John Hutchins
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Ruth Y. Goldway

Chairman P
Postal Regulatory Commission RECEIVED
901 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 200

Washington, DC 20268-0001 017 JAN 1Y P w30
Dear Chairman Goldway: PUSTAL REGULATORY
COMMISSIDH

The Postal Service has posted the Final Determination to close the Elwéll, Mithigan post -
office and consolidate mail with the Riverdale, Michigan post office.

The attached list containing signatures of customers served by the Elwell, Michigan
facility do not feel that the alternate service offered by the Postal Service is acceptable as
it does not provide a maximum degree of regular and effective service that customers are

entitled to in accordance with federal law.

We do not believe closing our post office and providing delivery and retail service by a
carrier meets the requirements of the above mentioned rule. It is very inconvenient for
customers to purchase money orders/stamps and sending/receiving accountable mail such
as registered and certified mail. We are also concerned with vandalism, thefi of our mail,

and identity theft.

Many of our residents are elderly and do not drive or have internet or electronic banking
access. The elderly will be hit hardest by this decision because our postmaster assists

them in meeting their obligations.

Our post office represents the federal government to our residents and it is hard for us to
understand the reasoning. We understand the post office is having financial issues but
isn’t it against the law to close a post office just to save money? Wouldn’t it make more
sense to close on Saturdays or Saturdays and Wednesdays to save money. Doesn’t it
make more sense to try a new plan and cut cost before eliminating jobs all together?
How can our federal government spend billions on creating jobs while at the same time
another branch eliminates vital jobs in small towns?

Both my mother and mother-in-law retired from the USPS and were proud to serve their
community. In our community we also have three retired Postmasters and a few retired
carriers. Rural America is just as important as urban America. A post office in urban
America may be a luxury or a convenience but in rural America a post office is a
necessity and we are proud to see our flag flying over our post office everyday!

Patricia Walsh Mallory




POOM
DOUG LOVETT
UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

4800 COLLIN ROAD
LANSING, MICHIGAN 48924

We, the citizens and customers of Elwell, Michigan, 48832, United States Post Office,
hereby protest any change in the present status of our post office.

It is our desire to retain our post office at 2 minimum, at its’ present status a United States
Post Office, Level 13; operated by & postmaster and career postal employees with a box

section and rural routes.
The building that currently houses the Elwell Post Office is of adequate size and has had

recent updates both by the leaseholder and by the United States Postal Service. The
building is easily accessible by both automobiles and postal vehicles. The facility is very

accommodating to the handicapped or physically challenged as well.

Sincerely,
Customers of the Elwell, Michigan, 48832, United States Post Office
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POCM
DOUG LOVETT
UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

4800 COLLIN ROAD
LANSING, MICHIGAN 48924

We, the citizens and customers of Elwell, Michigan, 48832, United States Post Office,
hereby protest any change in the present status of our post office.

It is our desire to retain our post office at 2 minimum, at its’ present status a United States
Post Office, Level 13; operated by a postmaster and career postal employees with a box
section and rural routes.

The building that currently houses the Elwell Post Office is of adequate size and has had
recent updates both by the leaseholder and by the United States Postal Service. The
building is easily accessible by both automobiles and postal vehicles. The facility is very
accommodating to the handicapped or physically challenged as well.

Sincerely,
Customers of the Elwell, Michigan, 48832, United States Post Office
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